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Dr. Loidy exhibited the heart of a dog, in which the right auricle, 
right ventricle, and the pulmonary artery and its-branches, were literally 
stuffed with worms. Minute worms have long been known circulating 
with the blood, and termed Hsematozoa. About five years since, 
Dr. L. described in vol. 5 of the Proceedings, the worm exhibited 
this evening, as Filaria Canis cordis. The males measure five inches 
in length, the females ten inches. 

Two hearts were brought to Dr. L. by Mr. Jos. Jones, of Georgia ; one, 
that of a pointer, had in it five worms ; the other, that of a cur, was the 
one exhibited. Tt is probable that both venae cavse were also filled, as 
the portions of those vessels that remained, were blocked up. The 
animals did not die from the presence of the entozoa, but were killed in 
the course of some experiments. The cur was emaciated and voracious, 
restless when awake, and disturbed in its sleep. 



January 29<7i. 

Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Report of the Corresponding Secretary, for Dec, '55 and Jan., 
'56, was read. 

The Recording Secretary read his Annual Report as follows : — 

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY FOR 1855. 

During the year ending 30th November, 1855, there have been elected to the 
Academy, twenty-three Members and ten Correspondents. One Member has re- 
signed. 
There have been no deaths among the Members during that period. 
The following papers have been read and ordered to be published in the Pro- 
ceedings or Journal of the Academy. 

By Samuel Ashmead. Catalogue of Marine Algae, from Beesloy's Point, New 
Jersey, with some remarks. 

By Spencer F. Baird, two, to wit : Characteristics of some new species of 
North American Mammalia, collected by the United States and Mexican Bounda- 
ry Survey, under Major W. H. Emory, U. S. Army, Commissioner, Part I ; Cha- 
racteristics of some new species of North American Mammalia, collected chiefly 
during the United States Surveys of a Railroad route to the Pacific, Part 1. 

By Wm. P. Blake. Notice of remarkable Strata of the Remains of Infusoria 
and Polythalamia in the Tertiary Formations of Monterey, California. 

By John Cassin, four, to wit : A list of Pigeons of the Genus Carpophaga 
Swainson, in the Collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
and of the United States Exploring Expedition, Washington, D. C, with descrip- 
tions of new and little known species ; Notes on the North American Falconidse, 
with descriptions of new species ; Descriptions of new species of Birds from Western 
Africa, in the Collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia ; 
Description of a new species of Parrot, Brotogeris aurifrons, published in the 
Journal. 

By T. A. Conrad, six, to wit: Observations on the Eocene Deposits of Jackson, 
Miss., with descriptions of thirty-four new species of Shells and Corals ; Descrip- 
tions of three new Cretaceous and one Tertiary Bivalve ; Description of three 
new species of Unio ; Descriptions of seventeen new Cretaceous and Tertiary 
Fossils ; Descriptions of six new species of Cretaceous Shells from Texas, in the 
Collection of Major Emory ; Description of a new species of Paludina. 

By Julian Deby. Remarks on the Cryptogamic Flora of the State of Georgia. 
Published in the Journal. 
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By Elias Durand. Plantse Prattenianiae Californicae ; an enumeration of a 
collection of California Plants, made in the vicinity of Nevada, by Henry Pratten, 
Esq., of New Harmony, Ind., with critical notices of such as are new or yet un- 
published in America. Published in the Journal. 

By F. A. Genth, Ph. D., two, to wit : Herrerite identical with Smithsonite ; Analy- 
sis of the meteoric Iron from Tuczon, Province of Sonora, Mexico. 

By Charles Girard, two, to wit : Abstract of a Report to Lieut. James M. Gillis, 
U. S. Navy, upon the Reptiles collected during the U. S. Naval Astronomical Ex- 
pedition to Chili ; Observations upon the viviparous Fishes inhabiting the Pacific 
coast of North America, with an enumeration of the species observed. 

By T. Charlton Henry, M. D. Notes derived from observations made on the 
Birds of New Mexico, during the years 1853 and 1854. 

By Isaac Lea, L L. D. Description of a new Mollusk from the Red Sandstone 
near Pottsville, Pa. 

By Major John Le Conte, F. L. S., three, to wit : Description of new species of 
Astacus from Georgia ; On a new species of Gelasimus ; Remarks on two species 
of American Cimex. 

By John L. Le Conte, M. D., eight, to wit : Descriptions of the species of Trox and 
Omorgus inhabiting the United States ; Some corrections in the nomenclature 
of Coleoptera found in the United States ; Description of new Coleoptera collected 
by Thomas H. Webb, M. D., in the years 1850, '51 and '52, while Secretary to 
the United States and Mexican Boundary Commission ; Synopsis of Pyrochroides 
of the United States ; Synopsis of the Lathridiides of the United States ; Analyti- 
cal table of the species of Hydroporus found in the United States, with descrip- 
tion of new species; Notes on the Amarse of the United States; Synopsis of the 
Hydrophilidae of the United States. 

By Joseph Leidy, M. D., four, to wit : Remarks on the identity of Bootherium 
cavifrons with Ovibos moschatus or 0. maximus ; Indications of twelve specits 
of Fossil Fishes ; Contributions to a knowledge of the Marine Invertebrate Fauna 
of the coasts of Rhode Island and New Jersey ; published in the Journal. In- 
dications of five species with two new genera of extinct Fishes. 

By J. Aitken Meigs, M. D: Relation of Atomic Heat to Crystalline Form. Pul- 
lished in the Journal. 

By Joseph G. Norwood and Henry Pratten : Notice of Fossils from the Carbo- 
niferous Series of the Western States. Published in the Journal. 

By James E. Powel. On the Habits of the Moose. 

By Prof. A. Retzius, of Copenhagen : On artificially formed Skulls from the 
Ancient World. 

By William Stimpson, two, to wit : Descriptions of some new Invertebrata 
from the Chinese and Japanese Seas, &c, Part I. ; Description of some new 
Marine Invertebrata, Part II. 

By Phillip R. Uhler : Descriptions of some Coleoptera supposed to be new. 

By Charles M. Wetherill, M. D., Ph. D : Chemical Notices. 

In all forty-five. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by, 

B. Howabd Rand, Recording Secretary. 



The Society then proceeded to an election for Standing Committees 
for 1856, which resulted as follows : 

Ethnology, John S. Phillips, Samuel S. Haldeman, J. Aitken Meigs ; 
Comparative Anatomy and General Zoology, Joseph Leidy, Edward 
Hallowell, John H. Brinton ; Mammalogy, John L. Le Conte, John 
Cassin, William Camac ; Ornithology, John Cassin, Edward Harris, 
George A. McCall; Berpetology and Ichthyology, Edward Hallowell, 
J. L. Le Conte, Gavin Watsou; Conchology, T. A. Conrad, T. B. 
Wilson, Charles E. Smith; Entomology and Crustacea, Win. S. Zant- 
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zinger, Robert Bridges, John A. Guex; Botany, R. Bridges, Wm. S. 
Zantzinger, Elias Duraud ; Mineralogy, Wm. S. Vaux, Samuel Ashmead, 
F. A. Genth ; Geology, Isaac Lea, Charles E. Smith, J. L. Le Conte ; 
Palaeontology; T. B. Wilson, Joseph Leidy, W. Frederick Rogers ; 
Physics, B. Howard Rand, Fairman Rogers, K. A. Draper; Library, 
Robert Pearsall, S. Weir Mitchell, H. Cooper Hanson ; Proceedings, 
Wm. S. Zantzinger, Joseph Leidy, George A. McCall. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.lliam M. Uhler, M. D., of Falls of Schuylkill, Joseph Wilson, 
M. D , U. S. Navy, Dr. Isaac J. Hayes, and Dr. Wm. Blackwood, of 
Philadelphia, Mr. Samuel Jeanes, of Philadelphia, and George Gibbs, 
Esq., of Stilacoon, Washington Territory, were elected Members ; 

And Dr. John H. Riuch, of Burlington, Iowa, and Dr. John W. 
Green, of New York, were elected Correspondents. 



February 5th. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Letters were read — 

From the Linnean Society of London, dated 12th December, 1855, 
acknowledging receipt of Proceedings and Journal of the Academy, and 
desiring missing numbers. 

From Dr. I. J. Hayes, dated Philadelphia, 31st January, 1856, 
acknowledging receipt of his notice of election as a Member. 

From Mr. W. W. Wood, dated Manilla, 4th Oct., 1855, transmitting 
specimens of Natural History for the Museum. 

Dr. Leidy read a paper intended for publication in the Proceedings, 
entitled, " Notices of two new Ichthyodorulites." Referred to Prof. 
Haldeman, Mr. Isaac Lea, and Mr. A. H. Smith. 

On motion of Prof. Haldeman, it was Resolved, That the privilege of 
endorsing tickets of admission to the Museum on public days, be granted 
to the Misses Malvina and Mary Lawson, of this city, and that they be 
invited to visit the Institution at all times. 



February 12th. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Letters were read — 

From Dr. Joseph Wilson, U. S. N., dated Philadelphia, Feb. 6th, 
1856, acknowledging receipt of his notice of election as a Member. 

From Mr. Samuel Ashmead, dated Key West, 23d Jan., 1856, trans- 
mitting a collection of objects of Natural History for the Museum. 

From the American Philosophical Society, dated Feb. 6, 1856, 
acknowledging receipt of last No. of the Proceedings. 

From the Smithsonian Institution, dated Washington, July 20th, 



